
Lavatory bowls sold in decorative plumbing and 
hardware showrooms offer the perfect mix of form and 
function.  From museum quality works of art to fun and 
whimsical conversation pieces, bowls not only set the 
tone for a bathroom, but also can serve as an expression 
of personal taste and style.    

Selecting a bowl for a lavatory is one of the first 
decisions made when building a new or renovating 
an existing bath.  It affects the bath’s lighting, 
color scheme, room layout and placement of other 
components.  The lavatory bowl also is influenced by 
the size of the vanity and/or countertop and affects the 
type of faucets, mirrors and other fixtures that will be 
included in the bath.   

Independent showrooms are ideally suited to cater 
to today’s educated and discriminating buyers.  The 
decorative plumbing and hardware showroom 
is differentiated not only by the most extensive 
selection of products in the marketplace, but also by a 
knowledgeable, experienced and professional staff that 
can navigate the vast range of styles, materials, designs 
and mounting options.  They can guide you through the 
intricacies of selecting the right bowls for your baths 
and provide the counsel necessary to select decorative 
plumbing and hardware products that meet your needs, 
preferences, application requirements and budgets.

This message was developed by the Decorative 
Plumbing & Hardware Association (DPHA) to identify 
primary considerations customers need to discuss with 
experienced professionals when selecting lavatory 
bowls.  The information available from an experienced, 
knowledgeable and professional showroom is not 
available online or through buying clubs.  Those 
places don’t ask questions or raise the issues that are 
addressed in this message nor are they capable of 
providing guidance you need to ensure that the look 
and functionality that you want and deserve are realized.

Factors to consider when selecting different lavatory 
bowls for the bath include:

• Materials
• Mounting Options
• Size
• Countertops
• User Requirements

Lavatory bowls come in an endless array of materials, 
shapes and sizes that influence mounting options, 
functionality and care and maintenance.  Lavatory bowls 
are made from clear, colored, etched and frosted glass, 
brass, copper, stone, concrete, porcelain, composite 

materials, fiberglass and just about any other material 
that you can imagine in shapes ranging from rectangles, 
squares and ovals to free form designs that incorporate 
the bowl into the countertop.

 

Mounting Options
Mounting options influence the overall look of the bath 
and its usability.  The type of mounting selected depends 
upon the countertop material.  Only a knowledgeable 
showroom professional can provide the guidance 
necessary to help assure that the bowl you select can be 
mounted properly.  Mounting options include:

• Top mounted
• Semi recessed
• Dropped in
• Undermounted
• Flush mounted
• Integrated

Top Mounted
Top mounted bowls literally sit on top of the countertop.  
The proliferation of different types of countertop 
materials and the use of furniture in the bath have 
resulted in top mounted bowls becoming increasingly 
popular.  Selecting top mounted bowls commonly 
referred to as vessels for a bath requires either a tall deck 
mounted faucet or a wall mounted faucet.  Wall mounted 
faucets require special placement of behind the wall 
valves that need to be communicated to the installer 
prior to the start of construction or renovation.  Building 
codes may dictate the distance between the bottom of 
the spout and the lip of the bowl.  Because most vessels 
do not have overflow holes, a grid drain or a dome-type 
drain without overflow needs to be specified.  

Semi Recessed
Semi recessed bowls are partially mounted above the 
counter and partially into the counter.  

Dropped In
Drop in bowls have a lip that rests on the countertop 
surface.  The sink is literally dropped into a cutout in 
the countertop. If you are replacing an existing bowl, 
you must select a bowl that is as wide or wider as the 
existing hole.

Undermounted
Undermounted bowls use a fastening device to mount 
the bowl to the underside of the countertop. This 
method is used for solid surface countertops such as 
granite, composite materials or concrete.  As a rule, do 
not use undermounted bowls on countertops made 
from tile or Formica.  The countertop edge where the 
bowl meets the counter must be flat.    

Flush Mounted
Flush mounted bowls are set into the counter and align 
evenly with the countertop material.

Integrated 
An integrated bowl is fused with a solid-surface 
countertop to form one seamless piece, typically made 
from stone, glass or a composite material.  When using 
an integrated bowl with clear glass, the designer needs 
to remember that the P trap and supply can come in any 
finish, however the under brass fittings used to connect 
the faucet typically do not come in a choice of finishes 
to match the other fixtures in the bath.  

Size 
The size of the countertop and the dimensions of the 
room will dictate the size of the bowl most appropriate 
for a bath. There are bowls designed for two people 
to use concurrently.  There are lav bowls that span the 
length of a countertop.  In master baths, it is common 
to place individual bowls for different users.  Showroom 
professionals have the knowledge and experience 

to coordinate materials, size, spacing, scale and 
functionality requirements.  

User Requirements
Showroom professionals understand that family 
members come in different sizes and have varying 
usage requirements.  Experience also teaches that 
different bowls and materials are more applicable to 
certain applications than others. For example, the bowl 
selected for a powder room may not be appropriate for 
a child’s bath.  An experienced showroom professional 
can help identify the bowls that meet user requirements 
and patterns and help to assure that each bath has the 
look and functionality that meet the goals you want to 
achieve.

Creating Value for You and Your Home
Showroom professionals create value by directing you 
to styles, shapes and materials that complement the 
design and décor of your home and lifestyle.  

The difference between a professional showroom 
and a business capable of only taking orders is clearly 
evident by the questions that sales professionals ask.  
Showroom professionals ask questions to understand 
your goals and help you to achieve your dreams.  The 
information obtained allows the showroom professional 
to take a holistic view and focus on technical aspects of 
a project so that you can concentrate on the look you 
want to achieve.
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Size of the lip of the bowl to help assure that the spout of the faucet selected reaches into the bowl and meets code:

CouMertop material where the bowl is to be placed:
Lavatory Bowl Checklist

The decor of the home and the bath where the bowl

powder room

to be placed:
child's bath
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