
They are the jewels of the bath, as finely crafted as a
tiffany setting or as intricately detailed as a Swiss

watch. The lavatory faucet enables you to make a
unique design statement. Whether you prefer a
minimalist single-handle or an ornate hand-chased with
cut crystal handles, a lavatory faucet helps set the tone
for the entire bath.

Professional showrooms are ideally suited to cater to
today’s educated and discriminating buyers. The
decorative showroom is differentiated not only
by the most extensive selection of products in the
marketplace but also by a knowledgeable, experienced
and professional staff that can navigate the vast range
of styles, models, designs and finishes. The professional
decorative plumbing and hardware showroom can
guide you through the intricacies of decorative faucetry
and provide the counsel necessary to select fixtures that
meet your needs, preferences, application requirements
and budgets.

This message was developed by the Decorative
Plumbing & Hardware Association (DPHA) to identify
primary considerations customers should discuss with
showroom professionals when selecting lav faucets.

Differentiaters

Lavatory faucet (lav) sets are differentiated by a number
of factors including:

• Uniqueness of design
• Level of detail
• Ergonomic function
• Material quality
• Component quality
• Finish type and quality
• Warranties

Form is one of the characteristics that allows decorative
lav faucets to stand apart. Function is another. Your
showroom professional creates value by explaining the
performance benefits and differences of decorative lav
sets and provides guidance to help assure that the style
and finish selected are best suited for your specific
applications.

Finishes

Finish is the surface that we see and touch. It affects
the aesthetics, durability and utility of lav sets and all
decorative hardware and plumbing items. Each category
of finish involves different processes resulting in varying
visual effects and durability. Showroom professionals
will explain the performance characteristics of various
finishes and why certain types may be more suited to
your lifestyle, environmental condition and application
requirements.

Setting the Tone for the Bath

The importance of the lav set cannot be overstated.
The lav set sets the stage for all metallic components in
the bath. Once a style and finish are selected, your
showroom professional can help identify accessories
and other components needed to achieve a coordinated
and complete look for the bath.

Types of Lavatory Faucets

The major types of lavatory faucets are:

Single hole, as the name implies, requires only one hole
in the counter or sink top for installation. They may be
available in a single or two-handled model.

Four-inch center sets are available in one or two
handled versions. They require three holes to be cut in
the counter or sink with the centers of the two outside
holes (for hot and cold) to be four inches apart. The
center hole is for the drain commonly referred to as the
pop-up rod. The handles and spout are pre-mounted
on a faucet body for easy installation.

Mini-widespread also uses a four-inch center installa-
tion but features a separate spout and two handles.

Widespread faucets feature a separate spout and valves
and require three holes to be cut in the counter or sink-
top. Widespread faucets have the flexibility to mount
the valves eight to twelve inches apart, allowing the
homeowner/designer to create a custom look to the
vanity. Valves can be mounted in a straight line or they
can follow the curve around the lavatory bowl.

Electronic faucets use infrared sensors to activate
water flow. They can be either wall mounted or
deck mounted.

Wall mounted lavatory faucets are often seen with free-
standing, above-the-counter bowls. The valves usually
have a solid rough (located behind the wall) with either
an eight or ten inch distance from the hot to cold handle.
Some manufacturers furnish separate hot and cold wall
valves. Lavatory faucets with separate hot and cold
wall valves enable you to position the handles at any
location.

Basin taps have separate spouts for hot and cold water.
Water is mixed in the basin as opposed to being premixed
before it comes out of the spout. Because they use two
separate holes, there are no predetermined measurements.
They can be spaced on either side or on the same side
of a lavatory bowl.

Bridge or exposed faucets have separate holes for
the hot and cold supply lines. The spout is connected
to each handle above the counter using, finished,
decorative piping. Bridge faucets also are popular
in the kitchen.

Tall lavatory faucets are used with above-counter or
vessel bowls. Their height is designed to raise the
faucet spout well above the rim of the lavatory bowl.

Creating Value for You and Your Home

Showroom professionals create value by directing you
to components that compliment the design and décor
of the home and your lifestyle.

The difference between a professional showroom and
a business that simply exists to sell product is clearly
evident by the questions that a sales associate asks.
Showroom professionals ask the right questions to
understand your goals. The information obtained
allows the showroom professional to take a holistic
view and focus on technical aspects of a project so
that you can concentrate on style and finish.

Replacing an Existing Lavatory Faucet

The first question to ask when considering a replacement
faucet is need. If the motivation to replace is aesthetic
or if you are building or renovating a new bath, then
the following checklist will help assess goals and
understand options available. If the problem is
mechanical, often times a complete replacement is not
required. Simply replacing a part may solve the problem.




